A Short History of Phenomenological Psychology in South Africa
by Dr Dreyer Kruger My decision to introduce Phenomenological Psychology as part of the undergraduate and postgraduate degrees in psychology at Rhodes University had its origins in 1969 (while I was still teaching at Fort Hare University) when J H van den Berg (who at that time was a professor of psychiatry at the University of Utrecht -he had also taught at Leiden) visited the university. In 1974 I moved to Rhodes University and there began incorporating this new (for South Africa) approach into my teaching, dedicating an entire third-year block to Phenomenological Psychology. (As an interesting sidelight; at the end of this block, Peter Parker, now Dr Parker, living in Australia, came to me to say that the course had convinced him that it would be worth his while to continue studying psychology). He eventually went on to do Honours, and in his theses for both MA and PhD, he used the phenomenological model. Les Todres (now in England) took to Phenomenological Psychology like a duck to water and Rob Schweitzer did pioneering work on black diviners (amagqira) in his PhD thesis.
In 1983 I was in Europe for an international conference and there gave a lecture, which was later published in the proceedings. In 1979 I published An Introduction to Phenomenological Psychology (with a chapter on research by Dr Chris Stones). Duquesne University Press also published this book in 1981. A second (revised) edition appeared in 1988 and this was reprinted once more. The book was also prescribed at Pretoria University by Dr Rex van Vuuren and
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